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A View from the Front

| have a love-hate relationship with the church. | believe with all my heart that the church of Jesus Christ has
the best chance to make a significant difference in the world. | love that. But the church, and various church
members spend a lot of energy trying to control others. Usually this is seen as normal human behavior. After
all, we all try to “look out for number one.” There is another aspect of church life that causes me to scratch my
head. We do an excellent job with all the spiritual and behavioral “shoulds.” A lot of these are enumerated in
the Bible, but we also create some of our own items that we teach our people they should do. The problem is
that we focus on the should, and sometimes don’t get around to the “how.” For example, every Christian
knows the importance of prayer, but too many of them have never been taught how to pray.

That brings me to my focus for today. Most believers understand that we need to be sharing our faith with
those who are outside the faith. We know that those of us who believe, are responsible to share the message
of faith in Christ with those who don’t believe. We know that we should. But maybe we don’t know how. And if
we don’t know how, then we don’t do the work of evangelism which leaves us with a deep sense of regret and
guilt.

| want to change that. These are three steps that will help you know how to share your personal faith story.

Begin by writing a paragraph about what your life was like before you met Jesus. It may or may not be dra-
matic. Don’t get hung up on how “bad” you were, or what an upstanding citizen you were. You are re-
membering this from the other side. Now you know how Jesus has made your life better. Focus on
those things were not consistent with godly living.

Now write a paragraph on how you met Jesus. My story is not very exciting. | grew up in church and feel
like I have always known Christ. My faith has always been important to me. Your situation is probably
different. Maybe you went to the altar for prayer at church camp. Or perhaps a friend that you worked
with invited you to meet Jesus. There are no wrong answers, but honesty is important.

Finally, write a paragraph on what your life is like now that you are a Christian. This is the payoff section.
Focus on the changes that have occurred in your attitude, your activities and your beliefs. Again, there
may not be an obvious outward difference, but you can focus on the sense of peace and fulfillment that
Jesus brings.

That’s it. You can share your faith with someone else. You can practice it with a friend a couple of times but get
ready to do it! In fact, once you have written it, and practiced it, start to pray that God will give you opportuni-
ties to speak to those who don’t know Jesus. You will be amazed at the way God uses you.

Pastor Dewey
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SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP
Traditional Service 9:15 a.m.
Sunday School 10:30 a.m.



