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Pastor Joe and Patti are on vacation. We are sharing
Bishop Coyner’s excellent E-Pistle about UMCOR’s work
in Haiti in place of the usual Pastor’s Page.
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RESCUE, RELIEF AND RECOVERY IN HAITI

The terrible aftermath of the devastating earthquake in
Haiti has reminded us once again of the wonderful capac-
ity of humanity to respond to the needs of others. It also
reminds us that we need to be clear about the vatious ways
we can help, along with the “phases” of assistance which
will be required.

What I learned from working with UMCOR during the
floods and emergencies in the Dakotas was that there are
three distinct phases to Disaster Response, each one usu-
ally taking about ten times as long as the preceding phase.
As I best understand it, these are the phases:

Rescue — this is the time when emergency response fo-
cuses upon finding survivors, getting them to emetgency
help, and assessing the size and scope of the tragedy. This
Rescue phase is best done by police, fire departments,
EMS teams, and in the case of large-scale emergencies, the
National Guard and other military. This Rescue phase is
what is happening right now in Haiti, and it is limited by
the absence of a support system to provide even the most
basic of human needs.

Relief — this phase begins during the later part of the Res-
cue phase, and it usually lasts about 10 times as long as the
Rescue phase. This phase is all about helping people to be
“safe, secure, and sanitary.” In the US, by federal law, this
task is given primatily to the Red Cross, and that is also
true in international situations with the International Red
Cross. We can already see this phase beginning as the Res-
cue phase continues in Haiti, and the military is helping
since the infrastructure is so damaged in Haiti. We can ex-
pect this Relief phase to last at least 10 times as long as the
Rescue phase (which is itself still on-going, so I imagine
that the Relief phase will last many months).

Recovery — this phase, which often lasts 10 times as long
as the Relief phase, is the longest and most demanding
phase of Disaster Response. It often is led by church
groups, faith groups, and other NGO’s (non-governmental
organizations). UMCOR, our United Methodist Commit-
tee on Relief, often begins its work during the Relief phase
and continues through the Recovery phase long after the
Red Cross and other emergency and relief groups have left
the disaster. In the Dakotas, for example, our recovery re-
sponse to the flood of 1996 continued well into 1998, and
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the last VIM team (Volunteer in Mission) worked the re-
covery about 2 V2 years after the original flood. The goal
of Recovery is simply to help people get back to some-
where near their original condition before the disaster.

I share this understanding of the phases of Disaster Re-
sponse to remind us that the situation in Haiti will require
years of relief and recovery. Long after CNN and other
news groups have grown weary of reporting the situation,
we will need lots of faith groups and other caring persons
to help Haiti return to normalcy, or perhaps even to im-
prove its prior situation.

I also share this understanding of Disaster Response as a
tribute to the two UMCOR staff persons (Sam Dixon and
Clinton Rabb) who died in the recent earthquake. They
were in Haiti supervising the on-going Recovery from the
floods and hurricanes of two years ago. Their presence is a
testimony to how long, hard, and faithfully UMCOR
works on these long-term recovery issues. We can be
proud of our part in their work, since we all support the
basic underlying structures of UMCOR and our other mis-
sion work through our United Methodist apportionments,
which in Indiana are included in the Tithe budget of the
Annual Conference.

Please join me in praying for all who were victims of the
Haiti earthquake, and please join me in honoring the
memory of Sam Dixon and Clinton Rabb by continuing to
support the work of UMCOR.

There are lots of ways to give and help in Haiti, including
the immediate ways of supporting the Red Cross. For the
long-term recovery, our support of UMCOR will be es-
sential, and it will be a fitting tribute to those who died
serving in our name.

Thank you.
E-pistle from Bishop Mike Coyner, Indiana UMC (1-18-10)

HAITI EARTHQUAKE ASSISTANCE

Go to the United Methodist Communications website
(www.umc.org) for timely and relevant information about
how The United Methodist Church is responding to the
tragic earthquake in Haiti and how we can support these
efforts. United Methodists will work with the Methodist
Church of Haiti and other church and relief partners.
Gifts for relief efforts can be made to Haiti Emergency,
UMCOR Advance #418325, cither directly to UMCOR
via phone, website (www.umcor.com) or mail or via a
check to “Central UMC” with “Haiti” noted on it. 100%
of gifts to UMCOR Advance specials support the desig-
nated project.



IN WORSHIP THIS MONTH
Feb. 7 Communion Sunday

Feb. 14Sunday of Valentine’s weekend
Feb. 21 First Sunday in Lent

Feb. 28 Second Sunday in Lent

STUDY OF SOCIAL PRINCIPLES
BEGINS FEBRUARY 24

Rev. Easley will lead a study of “The Social Principles of
the United Methodist Church” on 6 Wednesday nights,
6:15 to 7:30 p.m. The “Principles” document is approved
by a majority of elected representatives of our denomina-
tion and states in broad terms the church’s best thinking
about how faith and society relate. They speak to issues of
individual right behavior, integrity in interpersonal rela-
tionship and social justice. This is very much in keeping
with the biblical tradition, from the instruction given to
Moses and the “Word of the Lord” via Prophets to Jesus
himself and later Paul. Our faith affects how we live in
society and how we try to work with God to help God’s
will be “done on earth as in heaven.” Of course that will
never happen perfectly in our world, nor will people at
Central or in the UMC—Ilet alone with all Christians—
ever agree 100% on the appropriate response of faith to
each issue. Fortunately, the “Social Principles” do not ex-
pect or demand that we all agree—we are not an authori-
tarian church, where a small group can tell everyone what
to believe—but church leadership has a right and respon-
sibility to challenge us all, by their own best thinking, to
ponder issues for ourselves and dialogue with others about
what is a faithful belief in these areas and what we should
do in these areas.

All are invited to this study. The greater variety of ages
and perspectives we have, the more beneficial it will be.
The intent of the study is to seek to ground ourselves in a
biblical perspective as we approach issues, to share hon-
estly, listen respectfully and dialogue in ways that let God’s
Holy Spirit lead us.

BEGIN LENT
WITH ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE-FEBRUARY 17
A

v —
reflect on the unlimited love of God that k »

we see in the life and death of Jesus

Christ for humanity. It is also a key time to reflect further
on what it means for us to follow Christ, to deepen our
discipleship and to find greater joy in living through hum-
ble service. Rev. Easley will be preaching, the choir sing-
ing and the traditional sign of ashes used symbolically.

Begin the holiest season of the Christian
year at Central’s Ash Wednesday Ser-
vice, 7:00 p.m. February 17. This day
begins the season of Lent, in which we

HUMAN RELATIONS DAY OFFERING
— FEBRUARY 7

Because of the Earthquake in Haiti and our desire to en-
courage immediate gifts toward relief there, we postponed
the Human Relations Day offering that was to be taken
January 17 in United Methodist Churches. Instead we will
receive this offering February 7.

TRUSTEES HAVE APPROVED OTHER GROUP
TO USE CHURCH

With the advance knowledge and support of the Church
Council, the Trustees approved letting a small congrega-
tion that is trying to get started in Evansville use the Gar-
den Room and other areas on the lower level for worship
and activities of their congregation on Sunday afternoon,
Tuesday and Friday evenings. The Trustees discussed this
thoroughly at their January 4 meeting and then spent an-
other two hours at a special meeting the next week to
meet the pastor Rev. Hezekiah Murphy and discuss terms
with him. Their unanimous conclusion was that we
should support fellow Christians who are trying to reach
the world with the Gospel and who will very likely appeal
to different people than Central. There has also been a
long-term feeling here that Central’s facilities should be
used for the benefit of God’s work and the betterment of
our community. A Renewed Compassion Church of God
in Christ will be paying $140 per week for use of the fa-
cilities and have their own liability insurance. If you see
people coming for their services, please introduce yourself
and welcome them. If occasions arise where a Central
group would like to use the same space at the same time
as ARC Church, the Trustees will make every effort to
accommodate both groups, and it may mean asking ARC
to move to a different part of the building for that time or
our own group adapting. Trustees and other volunteers
are going to be locking and unlocking the building for
them for this 3-month trial as a precaution for all of us
and will continue to monitor the arrangement after that, if
it continues. They invite your input.

MARRIAGE RENEWAL OPPORTUNITY
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 14

With Valentine’s Day falling on a Sunday this year, we will
be offering the possibility for you and your spouse to re-
new your vows following both services. We want to
honor the covenant of marriage on that Sunday, and cele-
brate the many grace-filled marriages here at Central. The
Nurture committee will also be hosting a small cake and
punch reception following both services.

SPECIAL GIFTS INVITED

By deliberate plan going back two years the Church Coun-
cil charged the Finance Committee with bringing them a
proposed budget for 2010 that did not include a deficit of
more than $4,400, with the intension of having a balanced
budget in 2011. This goal was set to get us on as solid a
footing as possible for the years ahead. In order to meet
this goal several items in the budget were trimmed more
than anyone wanted. Some of those were items related to
music.

In the past, the church has previously received special
gifts (over and beyond people’s basic commitments to the
annual budget and our capital campaigns) to help fund an
item over and beyond what the general budget can handle,
including some for special music. We don’t want to dis-
rupt our basic giving to the church, but when people feel
strongly about additional support for a certain ministry,
we want to allow those over-and-above gifts. If you would
like to give extra for music or some other item, you are
invited to discuss this with the pastor, so the objective of
the gift is clear. The Finance Committee could also be
consulted.



NEW MEMBERS WELCOMED

On January 10 we welcomed a new member family. Timo-
thy, Kimberly and Kennedy Boyd of 3517 Kochler Ave.
47720 (475-1649) began attending this fall. Tim and Kim
were received as professing members by transfer from St.
Benedict’s Cathedral and Chandler United Methodist
Church, respectively; their daughter, who attends Central
Child Care, was baptized that day. The hospitality of Cen-
tral made them feel welcome.

YOUNG ADULT OPPORTUNITIES

There are a lot of opportunities for our young adults during
the month of February. All our young adults and their chil-
dren are invited to a Super Bowl Party at the home of Jeff
and Cathy Ferris on Sunday, February 7 at 5:00 p.m.
Please talk with Jeff and Cathy if you plan on attending.
On Friday, February 12 we will be meeting for our Small
Group as we begin a new video study entitled, Jesus Loves
You This I Know. We will gather at 5:30 p.m. to share in a
meal in the Trinity room, followed by our study. On Satur-
day, February 20 we will once again be having our Ugly
Sweater Christmas Party at the Log Inn at 6:00 p.m. Please
RSVP to Mike Warneke if you plan on attending, so we
can have a correct reservation.

Lastly, we will be starting an additional small group for
Young Adults on Wednesday nights at 5:00 p.m. This
group will share a common meal, and spend time in discus-
sion and looking a film studies. This time is open to anyone
or any couple in the church that would consider themselves
“Young Adults.” Please let Mike Warneke know if you
plan on attending, so he can plan and coordinate meals for
this time. This will be a six week series beginning on Febru-
ary 10 and continuing through March 17.

SWEET SLEEP COFFEE, TEA AND COCOA
SALES AND BLACK GOLD FILM

Tyler White, Alexis and Danielle Meece, and Michael
Warneke will be accompanying the Sweet Sleep team to
Kampala, Uganda from June 11-21 this coming summer.
As part of their fundraising goals they will be selling coffee,
tea and cocoa through a partnership with Equal Exchange
fair traded coffees and the United Methodist Committee on
Relief. These individuals will be selling coffee, tea and co-
coa following both services on January 31 and February
7th. You can also place orders in Mike’s office throughout
the work week as well. Boxes of tea will be $6, a tin of co-
coa is §9 and all bags of coffee (purchased in drip grind or
whole bean varieties) will be $10. All profits from these
sales will help this group in raising support for their trip to
Uganda, and the beds they will provide for the orphans that
they will be serving. All coffee, tea and cocoa will be ready
for pick-up on Sunday, February 21. We will also be show-
ing the film Black Gold (which sheds light on fair trade
products and the coffee system that leaves its farmers poor
and on the brink of survival), during the distribution day in
the Garden Room at 11:45 a.m. on Sunday, February 21.

PASTOR JOE INVITES YOU TO GO ON
PASSION PLAY TRIP WITH BISHOP
Pastors and lay people are invited to join Bishop Mike Coy-
ner and the Indiana Conference as they travel to see the
world famous Oberammergau Passion Play this coming
August. For more information and a brochure, contact Pas-
tor Joe as soon as possible due to the need of passports.

CONFIRMATION

Our organizational meeting for confirmation will be
February 7 following 10:30 worship. Students will re-
ceive their materials and meet their mentors. Lunch will
also be provided for students, mentors and families. If
you have a 7th or 8th grader and have not been con-
tacted about confirmation, please call Nancy in the
church office or Suzy Daugherty at home.

RUTH MILGATE’S 80t CELEBRATION
BENEFITS RUTH’S HOUSE

On February 13, 2010, Pastor Ruth Milgate, her family,
& the Board of Reflecting Waters, Inc. invite you to join
in celebrating her 80 birthday. It will be both a party
and a fundraiser for Ruth’s House. The event will cele-
brate her life, ministry, and dedication to the vision of
Ruth’s House.

The celebration will be held at Blue Grass United Meth-
odist Church, 14240 Petersburg, Road, Evansville, Indi-
ana, on Saturday, February 13, 2010 at 1 p.m. There will
be live music, food, and an auction. In lieu of pre-
sents, Ruth is asking that donations be made to Reflect-
ing Waters/Ruth’s House.

We invite you to celebrate with us. No RSVP is needed.
If you need further information please call Jennifer
Dick, Executive Director of Ruth’s House at
(812).455.2007 or e-mail her at jenni-
fer@reflectingwaters.org.

BRING PAPER GOODS FOR PANTRY FEBRUARY 7

This month’s “First-Sunday Pantry Collection” item is
“Paper goods.” On Februaty 7, bring toilet paper, etc.
for our food pantry. If you prefer to give money, write a
check to “Central UMC” and write on it “Food Pan-

try”).

CHILI COOK OFF WINNER

And the winner is.....Brandon and Suzy
Daugherty. We have a new winner of the
chili cook off which was Sunday, January
24, 2010.

SPECIAL CHARGE CONFERENCE FEBRUARY 8

We will have a special Charge Conference at the begin-
ning of the next regulatly scheduled Church Council
meeting at 6:00 p.m. on Monday, February 8. Pastor
Easley has been authorized to hold this for the sole
purpose of electing Jane Schmitt to the Board of Trus-
tees to replace Diana Walker, whose schedule does not
allow her to attend the meeting.

ADDITIONAL LOAVES & FISHES

Given by: Carrie, Dave, Matthew & Elise Slaubaugh
Memory of: Stephen Eggleston

Given by: Zac Winstead
Honor of: Bill & Evelyth Wright

Given by: Penny Staples
Honor of: Central’s Staff



FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS

Jasmine Jae Cummings
Margie Singer
Nancy Reid
Luna Wambach
Mary Ellen Hasenmyer
David Wicker
Alexander Herring
10 Doris Klein
Rebecca Morgan
Diane Walker
1 Wesley Lynch
Pam Owens
12 Ray Brower
Elise Lynch
Megan Trible
14 Christa Crow
Susan J. Edminson
Kira Pusateri
15 Tim Boyd
Carly Frazier
Heather Morse
17 William C. Brenner
Eleni Jackson
19 Remington Adams
20 Mark Georges
21 Ruth Cobb
22 Linda Henzman
25 Jeff Duncan
Kristi Frazier

[ O R N

-

Jean Walling

26 Art Barr

26 Deloris Gibson
Barbara Johnson

28 Eric Millay
Andrew O'Bryan

he Child Care remodeling is almost complete. All

the rooms have been painted, new blinds have

been installed and the carpet is being laid. We will

be excited to see this undertaking completed. The
project would not have been possible without the monetary
donation from Berry Plastics and guidance from Ron Ro-
main and Bob Dillow.

Child Care would also like to thank those who worked on
the vestibule: Brandon Daugherty, Bob Romain, Gary
Frazier, Bill Wright and Virgil Ellerbruck. It is so nice to
be able to walk from the child care to the kitchen or FL.C
center without having to go outside! The kitchen staff is
grateful that they no longer need to use the dumb waiter to
deliver food to the infant floor. This is really a step saver for
them.

The staff will be attending another training day held here at
the Center on Monday, February 15. As part of our Paths to
Quality level 3 rating, the full time staff is required to have
20 hours of training each year. Our children will not be in
attendance that day, but we have planned a full day of work-
shops for the teachers. We are so fortunate to have the con-
tinued support of church members. Susan Herring and
Patti Wright have graciously volunteered to share their ex-
pertise with us.

NEW MEETING SCHEDLE PROPOSAL

In order to clear the monthly calendar for spiritual forma-
tion opportunities it has been proposed for most team and
committee meetings to take place on Monday evenings be-
ginning in March. Please be aware of these changes as meet-
ing times will not necessarily meet at the same time that they
have in the past. An updated list of meeting times will ap-
pear in the March Messenger if all changes are approved at
the February Church Council meeting.

NURSERY VOLUNTEERS SCHEDULE

Thank you to our Nursery Volunteers for the month of
February:

7--Amy and Josh Barron

14--Kay Conder

21--Amanda Schreiber

28--Mary Giesman

Please contact Abby Warneke at 303-7871 if you would like
to be added to the rotation.

OUR SYMPATHY is extended to Daryel Harris, his wife
Linda, children Andy and Heather and the rest of the family
on the death of Daryel’s mother, Pearl Walls, age 94. A mem-
ber of Cypress Baptist Church, she died early January 11 and
was buried January 14.

VIRGIL ELLERBRUCK AND
DORIS KALTOFEN RECOGNIZED

Central’s United Methodist Women presented pins for special
recognition to Virgil Ellerbruck and Doris Kaltofen for all
that each does around the church. The plan was to present
these in worship last Sunday, but Pastor Easley forgot, so
these were given to them after the service.

CONGRATULATIONS to Alicia and Andy Deig on their
marriage which took place December 26. Rick and Libby
Pittman are Alicia’s parents. They live at 3316 Cork Bend
Drive, Indianapolis, IN 46239.

WELCOME to Charlotte Ruth Millay who was born January
11 to Chris and Joy Millay. Steve and Gloria Millay are the
proud grandparents. She was 6 Ibs. 14 oz. and 20 % inches.

GREETINGS FROM DAVE AND SYLVIA

2009 ended with several health issues for us to face.

On November 5, Sylvia had a hip replacement. November 9,
Dave had successful cataract surgery. Then Sylvia had to have
a second hip surgery because of an infection that developed.
After six weeks of rehab and recovery at River Pointe, Sylvia
is now recuperating at home.

We want to thank our family and friends for all the cards,
phone calls, and visits. We hope that 2010 will be a healthy,
happy year for all of us.

Thank you, Dave and Sylvia Collins

MEET YOUR MISSION: CENTRAL FOOD PANTRY

As a mission team we would once again like to shine the light
on a local mission of Central. A lot of you in the church family
know of this great ministry, but unless you have the privilege
of working in the food pantry you are not privy to the joy and
the burdens that we help lift on a weekly basis. We would like
to share with you a rundown of the people in our community
that have been blessed over this past yeat.

January we served 49 families and 102 individuals.

February we served 45 families and 77 individuals.

March we served 43 families and 66 individuals.

April we served 50 families and 102 individuals.

May we served 27 families and 54 individuals.

June we served 58 families and 107 individuals.

July we served 54 families and 112 individuals.

August we served 48 families and 100 individuals.

September we served 35 families and 61 individuals.

October we served 59 families and 97 individuals.

November we served 48 families and 95 individuals.

December has yet to be calculated at this writing.

We thought that as a church you could benefit from knowing
just how many people have been blessed through this mission
of Central. Thank you all for your continued support. A re-
minder that we are still collecting items for the food pantry on
the 1st Sunday of the month, but you can also bring in items at
any time to help this great cause. Thank you for caring, your
Mission Team.



TIME RUNNING OUT ON PASSION
PLAY TRIP WITH BISHOP
—PASTOR JOE ALSO INVITES YOU
TO REGISTER TO GO

Pastors and lay people are invited to join Bishop
Mike Coyner and the Indiana Conference as they
travel to see the world famous Oberammergau
Passion Play this coming August. This is a nine-
day European adventure departing August 3 and
titled Alpine Wonders/Oberammergau. The cost
of the basic trip has been reduced by $200. Staying
in an Austrian Village the group will enjoy day
trips to Salzburg and Innsbruck, Austria and Bres-
sanone, Italy in addition to seeing the play at
Oberammergau, Germany. Time is running out to
register for this trip. Passport information is re-
quired 90 days prior to departure. Pastor Joe is
going and would love to recruit other to join Chet
and Darlene Rycroft, Patti and him on this great
adventure. For more information and a brochure,
contact him. You can also see information and
register on the Educational Opportunities website
at www.eo.travelwithus.com.

SWEET SLEEP COFFEE, TEA AND CO-
COA SALES AND BLACK GOLD FILM

Tyler White, Alexis and Danielle Meece, and Mi-
chael Warneke will be accompanying the Sweet
Sleep team to Kampala, Uganda from June 11-21
this coming summer. As part of their fundraising
goals they will be selling coffee, tea and cocoa
through a partnership with Equal Exchange fair
traded coffees and the United Methodist Commit-
tee on Relief. These individuals will be selling cof-
fee, tea and cocoa following both services on Janu-
ary 24, January 31 and February 7th. You can also
place orders in Mike’s office throughout the work
week as well. Boxes of tea will be $6, a tin of cocoa
is $9 and all bags of coffee (purchased in drip
grind or whole bean varieties) will be $10. All prof-
its from these sales will help this group in raising
support for their trip to Uganda, and the beds they
will provide for the orphans that they will be serv-
ing. All coffee, tea and cocoa will be ready for pick
-up on Sunday, February 21. We will also be show-
ing the film Black Gold (which sheds light on fair
trade products and the coffee system that leaves its
farmers poor and on the brink of survival), during
the distribution day in the Garden Room at 11:45
a.m. on Sunday, February 21.

ITEMS FOUND IN CHURCH

There were some items left in the church that we
did not know where they belonged. We would ask
that if you leave items for a church program or the
Rack Shack either let the church office know or
leave a note on them so that they can be put in
their proper place.

UNITED METHODIST YOUTH HOME GOES CO-ED

Effective February 1, the United Methodist Youth
Home in Evansville will open its doors to teen boys in
need. Until now, the home housed only teen girls and
their children. With the numerous budget cuts and ex-
penses related to caring for the residents, the UMYH
struggles to keep the census numbers at a level to meet
their overhead expenses. By including placement of
males, they hope to maintain a more consistent number
of residents and fill the need to offer a safe haven for
boys at risk. The male and female housing units will be
segregated, across campus from each other.

Because all of the UMYH supplies are mostly geared
toward girls, there is an immediate, specific need for
the following items:

Twin sheets for teen boys

Twin blankets for teen boys

Towels and Washcloths for males

Men’s toiletries; such as deodorant, shampoo, and
body wash

Shaving gel and disposable razors

In addition, due to the current financial struggle, the
UMYH has been forced to cut costs wherever possible.
In the past, there was a pizza party on Wednesday eve-
ning for all residents who had no disciplinary or behav-
ioral issues for the week. Unfortunately, this can no
longer be offered. In an effort to try to reward positive
behavior, the UMYH is now seeking donations of
individually wrapped snack items and 2 liter soft
drinks to offer the residents who qualify.

Other initiatives that will have to be discontinued are
the purchase of a birthday cake and one gift for any
resident with a birthday. Also seasonal goody bags for
Halloween, Valentine’s Day, etc. can no longer be of-

fered.

Please consider potential support activities with your
Central Sunday School classes, committees, etc. for the
UMYH. Donations of needed items or sponsoting/
conducting an activity on site with the girls or boys
are always a huge hit with them. If you are interested in
offering any type of support or have donations of
goods, please contact Kim White at 459-5153.

RACK SHACK NEEDS

The neighborhood people have a need for linens
(sheets, pillow cases and towels) in the Rack Shack. The
Rack Shack has also requested donations of costumed
jewelry.

SANTA CLAUS CAMPGROUND THANKS

The change given in the offering on the fifth Sunday of
November was given to the Santa Claus Campground
Trust. They would like to thank Central for the gift of
$106.94.
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